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BY PHILIP W. LOWN 

During 1950 large numbers of boys and 
girls again participated in the Y's varied pro­
gram. Attendance in all activities reached a 
total of 143,528. 

One of the outstanding events of the year 
was entertaining the 39th State " Y " Older 
Boys' Conference. Delegates came from all 
over the State; including many of our smaller 
communities. One group came all the way 
from St. John. N.B. and was greatly im­
pressed. The theme of the conference was 
"Things That Count" in building for re­
sponsible leadership. Through splendid ad­
dresses made by outstanding speakers and ably 
lead discussion groups, the three hundred 
delegates were challenged to invest their lives 
in worthwhile things and to make their 
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contribution for betterment of the world. 

Bo"s' r " •-
Our Boys' Department is active on a year 

round basis with a varied program of physi­
cal, social, recreational, and religious activi­
ties which is received enthusiastically. 

Last year 49 5 boys paid the full member­
ship fee of $5.00 while another 840 were 
served on a non-membership basis. T h u s — 
the boys themselves pay only a very small 
part of the operating cost. Allocation by the 
Community Chest and income from other 
sources make up the difference. 

Our younger boys take special delight in 
attending the Friday night motion picture 
programs presented twice a month. Since a 

One of the Y's most pressing problems is additional locker room space, as indicated by the above photo. However, in spite of crowded 
conditions, the youngsters still seem to be having a good time. 



good friend gave us a sound motion picture 
machine a few years ago, we have been able 
to present many entertaining and worth­
while pictures. The attendance has increased 
so that we now have to run two shows — 
one afternoons and one evenings. Total at­
tendance last year was 3898. During the 
fall and winter months feature pictures, car­
toons, and travel pictures arc shown. Various 
educational and sports pictures were used as 
part of the program last summer. Speakers 
at Hi-Y club meetings often build their talks 
and discussions around interesting educational 
films. Even the Saturday night youth can­
teen has enjoyed "movie dances". It indi­
cates that young people enjoy this type of 
visual education and entertainment. 

G y m n a s i u m a n d Poo l Act ivi t ies 

Our gymnasium and swimming pool 
classes showed an increase in participation 
and reached a total attendance of 41,650. 
Due to the fine services rendered by the girls' 
and boys' Leaders Corps, wc have been able 
to give more individual instruction to be­
ginners and newcomers. 

In swimming each person is given the 
opportunity to learn the various skills v/hicb 
will enable him or her to become more ac­
complished—and also to give confidence arid 
enjoyment in the water. Aside from the 
regular classes, we conducted a "Learn to 
Swim Campaign" open to all boys and girls 
in Lewiston and Auburn who could not 
swim; an instructor's course for those who 
had completed Senior Life Saving and were 
interested in positions in summer camps; 
Junior and Senior Life Saving courses for 
the advanced swimmers. In competitive 
swimming, three new pool records and one 
new national scholastic record were set in out 
pool in a meet between E.L.H.S. and Port­
land High School. 

The gymnasium activities which include 
basketball, volleyball, handball, and softball 
have increased as the year progressed. The 
business men's volleyball group has been 
gaining in popularity and has reached the 
point where nnre again a varsity team has 
been organized. The encouraging part about 
our volleyball is the interest shown by 
younger men who are needed to build up 
such a group. Basketball, an ever popular 
sport, is still the high light of the gymnasium 
activities. Due to a large number of young 
men joining the group, it was necessary to 
organize two separate classes: one for varsity 
and one for the J.V. players. 

Basketbal l League 
Our two church basketball leagues provide 

an opportunity for boys who are not play­
ing high school varsity basketball to compete 
against each other in a stimulating atmos­
phere. The Y.M.C.A. and the Catholic, 
Jewish and Protestant churches are working 
together as one in carrying out the purposes 
of the league. This year the team represent­
ing St. Joseph's Catholic Church won the 
Junior league championship: while the Court 
St. Baptist team won the trophy in the 
Senior league. 

The pool is one of the Y's most popular spots. Through capable instruction, hundreds 
of Auburn and Lewiston boys and girls have been taught how to swim and improve their 
aquatic and life-saving skills. 

The burning of the "Y" mortgage 
was one of the highlights of the year. 
Left to right are George W. Lane, Jr., 
President Philip W. Lown. and E. 
Farrington Abbott. 
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Life Saving instruction is part of the " Y " swimming course and these attractive young 
ladies are demonstrating the prone pressure method. 


