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P-2 next crops come In. They are said to be provid-
cd with improved agricultural implements, and
the colonial enterprise may prove useful to agri-
cultural science in the East, provided that the
colonists take the land asthey find it, curse or no
curse, and devote their energies to developing the
agricultural capacity of the soil

THE AMERICAN COLONY IN PALESTINE.)

The Tribune rorrvHpondenl thun describes tlx
present condition of the. colony of Maim; settler?
which, amid Hindi newspaper notoriety, was es-
tablished in the. neighborhood of Jalia, Palestine.

| +*Mr. Adams -or President Adams, as he styles
himself—is the prime mover ami prompter of this
Yankee emigration from Down East in Maine to
Down East in Palestine. He organized the colo-
ny from members of a peculiar religions sect,
called the ““Church of the Messiah,” who hold,
| among other points of fiiith, that they nre of the
| tribe of E/Jtrcfiniy and that, as the curse is now
' taken oil' from I'ulestine, the set time has come
' for the Lost Ten Tribes to return to (heir land.
A similar sect in England claim that the whole
Anglo-Saxon race are Jews of the Lost Ten
Tribes. Whether President Adams will allow the
whole Anglo-Saxon race in the Ephrnimite fold
or not | cannot ascertain, but it is more probit-
blc that he confines it to that portion of (he race
who belong to this sect. In arecent sermon he
stated that the present colony of 150 are only the
vanguard of a mighty host who are soon coming
up to possess the land. What he means by the
““ curse being taken off” (he land of Palestine, it
is not easy to decide. There are still thorns and
thirties and weeds growing on every side. Men
still have to get their bread by the sweat ot their
brow, unless they eat it by the sweat of others*
brows, ns for example the, Isbinaclilr brethren,
whose chivalrous instinct often lead them to make
midnight cavalry raids on their neighbors’ thrash-
ing-floors, and thus ent bread without either sow-
ing or reaping. The inirsc. of sickness and death
Is not yet removed, for nine persons of this same
colony have already died within three months of
their landing, and others are now in the hospital
of Mr. Metzler nt Jaffa, unde.'going treatment.
It is also said that dissatisfaction is arising among
some of the colonists, who find there is fully as
much ““curse,” and perhaps more of ““cursing”
in this Holy Land than they left behind in the
land of the Maine Law. A considerable part of

] the men arc, artisans workingmen, who came to
Jaffa with the expectation of finding the land
[ ““ (lowing with milk and honey,” am! it is quite a
shack to their simple faith to find milk only to
» b« bought n! two piastres per opr, and honey
, hard to be got nt any price. Whether from mo-
" fives of (H-miomy, or of religions faith, or because
j they could not get an educated physician to join
the Colony, the fact is the same, that they cam-
milled a great error in coming to a strange clim-
ale. much wanner than their own, at the begin-
ning of the Spring season. with infirm old men,
delicate women and little children, without prop-
. er medical attendants. The consequence has
been « loss already, ns | am credibly informed.
of nine out of 157 (one child_having been born
the day utter they landed). Thia isan enormous
percentage, when it is remembered that the most
| unhealthy season at Jaffa is during the Summer
j mouths. The Colony is rich in office bearers,
| having one President and (wo Bishops. They
j confidently believe that they are fulfilling prophe-
| ¢y in this vanguard occupation of the sacred soil,
nnd ibni they arc about to reconstruct the dis-
jointed territory of Palestine, and restore its pris-
tine glory. They say they have not, come to
convert the Moslems, or Arabs, or Greeks, or
Maronites. They arc a cluse religiouscorpora-
tion, quite unconcerned ns to wimt bccotnes of
the poor Gentiles who happen lo own nnd occupy
almost every acre of the Ephraimitc inheritance.
Forhina'cly for them, the Turkish authorities

| have thus tar put no obstacles in their way.
| Thromrh the kind interference of the English and
i American Consuls in Jerusalem, the Turkish
Pasha saw it to be for his own personal interest
to do these unoffending Colonists every favor in
his power. Accordingly, when they landed, all
i Jaffa arose to meet them. All their goods and
| chattels, lumber and furniture, were allowed to be
landed free of duty, and facilities wore furnished
them for getting settled in their new homes.
They had sccpred land before their arrival,
through the American Vice-Consul in Jaffa, who
bought it in the name of a subject of the Sultan,
as is the custom in Turkey, foreigners not being
allowed to hold property there in their own name.
The purchaser afterwards signs a paper in the
American Consulate,' that he made the purchase
not for himself but for A. or B., nnd giving up all
claim, right or title to the same. In this way
the colonics have secured laud near the city of
Jaffa, and are getting settled in their wooden
houses, which, | fear, they will find wholly unfit
for protection against the blazing sun of an East-
ern Summer. There arc rumors already that
some of the colonists nre getting disgusted, and
wi>h to return home, but the Nellie Chapin who
brought them, has gone, and they arc in for a
serious attempt to make their experiment success-
ful.  The colony had nmple funds at the begin-
ning, but they have invested ro largely in land
that their resources may begin to fail before the

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



