This is a transcription of the article that is unidentified but mentions the “Class Part” that
Aaron Koritzky had in the 1901 Rockland High School Graduation.

"WYY MSacs M4/ cJIA— CrbNb / ASE™S
‘A>S NINLXiIZ, [//m &IitL4d %-*-  E-t>jras*c>t. f~f 4c
\~b&Wfsb. 4Lty ca /L [/f™rZ/zxNZ AX_

~// boys s* Are/

U&&W &/* ££ ewa® artn™ bar* /a.
f . kA- bark b*?~/~ "*  wlt-/ urnyr~ty  STchy
A t'&cj kt. d b&
birt- bt k* * a tf*o4 (POAty bb/)"bs4_
z2"Z hvaj QmJ &- /flI=k.yjur40 ~"-ghulLtaMly.
/4 b>eys t— — EKk—= "*A- - *——[7) y/?/I"
yAauyk//af£ S/ir™s  tyere [/7<?-*<r( yo/r~b

bc-'W'-'n' <Z o/--& A- C-"Lia"o by
JIA& "to b-a Aji b J&trb. t s4
g>/"zr>cj2. >-b¥«-  fry C/fAbf/IA  }M&E&W A>E
/ax  y/[*y Aitrg £s bnykt AJ //-A—
flrA/Lc<~A/fx n< /flO/, aw-4 b Y @/a£S>

/ bg”te /lo't /4n.auf* tLyyfyi/'lj AbsuJ’
"btm A>M y-ttfS) by / b™MAYJ

L —



The following 4 pages are images from photocopies of the 1901 school paper that
contains the actual text of Aaron's speech.
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Graduating €xerd$t$

CLASS OF 1801
ROCKLAND HIGH SCHOOL

FARWELL OPERA HOUSE
Thursday Evening, June 13
»Foe---

Class of 1901

Scientific Course.

Perley Henbv Amis. . . . . The Progress of the United States
Est.rr Bscknsl1 — — Lady Hester Stanhope
Item Psaki. -The Nlcuaragua Canal and Our Commercial Interests
Ernest Campbell. . . Development of the United States Nfcvy
Ghurcr Caul CAmIKS. . e Goll
Thomas Edward Costu lo, Tammany Hall
|saocoK Collins Cross. . - - - = Athletics in R. H. S. Since '97
Mabel Annie Erskine, oo . . The Yellowstone National Park
Harriett Orissa Fogg, . . . The Acqinntion ot Our Newest Territory
Thomas Maynard Frye. Clam Prophecy
Nina Alici Gardner, Stagecoach and Tavern Days
Grace Euza Greeny, . . - - - - = = - Poem—Tides
Alice Louise Habkinuton, - - - - Evolution ot the Book
Outer Fuller Hills, . . . The Development ol the Telephone
Mabel Thomas Kalloi.h, - - - = = = The Penalty ot Fame

WILLKNA MaBKILE LoTHBOK;:- CU» Ode

Abbie Vienna Martin, .A Twentieth Century Child
John May, _ ) . s . Evolution of Rapid Transit
Harbinoton Fiske Mayo, . , s . - . The Frye Mtoudy Bril
Elisabeth Mary Plummer, ) - . A Spring Walk
Herbert Richardson, . . . . The Duel between Hamilton and Burr
Alice Elaine Robbins. Joseph Net Perce
Susie Bells Shaker. . — — — — The Republic ot San Marino
Laura Biro Simmons, . S — Early Days in Rockland
Flosllla Mab Staples, . — — — — — — — Queen Wilhelmina

Lucian Alvah Thomas, - - - = = = Territorial Oregon

Classical Course.

Grace Gordon Hicks, . Salutatory
William Jambs McDodcald, The Rlse of the Boxer Movement
Emma Laura Peck, . . . . Musk tor Ode

Liltian Mas Weeks, . — — — — American Song

College Preparatory Course.
AARON Morris KOUtSKY......cccoooiiiiiiiiiiics Advantages of Universal Peace

Eona Emma Lampson, The Apostle of the Gentiles
Frank MERRILL Tibbetts - ... Gass Hrrtoey

Mast Malvina Wentworth... Dawn ol New Days—Valedictory
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advantages of universal peace

Which is more desirable for humani-
ty, peace or war? Can there be any
doubt as to the desirability of peace?
The advantages of peace are such that
they ought to manifest themselves
readily to any intelligent being. So
depraved, however, Is the human
mind, that peace far from being con-
sidered beneficial is even regarded as
injurious.

3Many able writers of our day assert
that war is essential to the welfare of
humanity Inasmuch as It acts as a civ-
ilizing and humanizing agent. How
war can accomplish such things it is
difficult to see. (Every intelligent per-
son will admit that war is a most bar-
barous practice, a relic of our savage
ancestors. Men, ordinarily peaceful
and industrious, become In times of
war like wild beasts, capable of per-
forming the most barbarous deeds.
They will burn peaceful homes. KkIU
helpless women and children and com-
mit all kinds of violence.

Still another reason has been ad-
vanced, namely, that war acts as a
means of freeing the world of its su-
perfluous population. A more shame-
ful theory scarcely finds tts equal In
the annals of history. 'Such an Idea
could have originated only among the
cannibals, with whom these writers
must be closely related, at least ia
mind.

But even if we could reconcile our-
selves to such an idea from a moral
point of view, It Is extremely absurd.
There Is no reason to fear lest the
world should be overpopulated, as
there are millions of square mlleB
which will not be overfilled for centu-
ries to come.

Some historians also claim that war
is Indispensable as a means of develop-
ing the physical courage of a nation,
and that without war a nation becomes
weakened. To understand how sense-
less such an argument is, we need
merely to look over the pages of his-
tory. All those nations which have
been constantly at war have descend-
ed not only to the lowest abyss of
physical and moral corruption; but

have finally passed out of existence,
as nations.

Our country tn the short time of a
century and a quarter, having been
engaged In few wars, has developed
into one of the wealthiest and mighti-
est nations of the globe. If we
continue in the course we have
followed, not imitating the barbarous
military system of Europe. In a few
centuries we shall leave all Europe far
behind, as regards both civilisation
and political power.

In regard to the statement that war
develops the physical courage of a na-
tion, let us see what is implied. Do
we not In everyday life meet with the
noblest examples of courage? Atc the
deeds of heroism performed by our fire-
men, the dangers and hardships en-
dured by men for the advancement of
science, in any way inferior to the no-
'‘ble deeds performed upon the battle-
fields?

There are collected from different
parts of the world men among whom
there cannot possibly exist the slight-
est 1l feeling. These men with the
deadliest weapons In their hands are
told to attack one another like wild
beasts. They cut, stab and mangle in
a most fearful manner. For what has
all this courage been displayed, if not
for the purpose of gain? For the pur-
suit of gain has been the principle and
motive of nearly all the wars waged
between one nation and another.

What a shame |Is our civiliza-
tion, our boasts of learning, and
all  our scientific achievements.
If we are constantly preparing our-
selves for an attack upon our neigh-
bor, whose only fault may be the pos-
session of a gold or a diamond mine.

What is the reason of the feverish
militarism displayed by all the civilized
nations? (Invariably the answer will
be that such large armies are neces-
sary for self-defense, -for the protection
of religion and similar pretexts.

It is a great mistake to suppose that
the evils of war are conlfined to the
battlefield alone. Indeed, as long as a
nation Is constantly engaged in mill-
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tary preparations it can
said to enjoy perfect peace.

‘Immense sums of money are yearly
spent for the support of large armies.
The principal mmotive for holding such
large armies is to acquire new territo-
ry. (How long shall we be so barbarous
as not to profit by the teachings of
history!" (History shows us by thou-
sands of examples that all conquests
must come to naught. The real great-
ness of a nation does not consist in
the ability to subjugate different na-
tions; a conglomeration of entirely dif-
ferent races under one empire cannot
hold together. The Inevitable must,
must come. (Revolutions and' civil
wars are sure to follow which finally
annihilate the whole nation. This has
been shown by the fate of all great
empires of antiquity.

Rut irt all these vast sums of money
spent for war purposes were reserved
and employed for the benefit of the
people, how greatly could their mate-
rial and moral condition be improved.
It Is a known fact that no govern-
ment. however liberal, is exceedingly
generous In relieving the sufferings of
the people. The simple reason for this
is that, considering the enormous ex-
penditures which are required for car-
rying on war, a very small amount
can be spared for the needs of the peo-
ple. AH the more reason that war
should be abolished. That government
which will sacrifice thousands of llves

hardly be

and spend millions of dollars to Obtain
a few square miles of land containing
a gold mine, or to acquire a small
tract which can be used as a coal sta-
tion, will display the most miserable
economy in relieving famine.

Let us take, for example, Russia and
'England. (Russia supports the largest
army in the world at an enormous ex-
pense; 'but when a famine occurs in
the land, as It frequently does, the gov-
ernment takes few active measures to
help the famine-stricken districts.

It is a known fact that 'England car-
ries on more wars than any other na-
tion. Yet (England, the wealthiest na-
tion on the globe, found herself help-
less in the face of the terrible famine
in Ireland In 1847, when nearly 300,000
people starved.

A1l  these facts show us clearly
enough that a government will squan-
der hundreds of millions on useless
wars, but when a disaster comes upon
the country all at once It becomes
poverty-stricken, and collections have
to be taken all over the world for Its
relief. With the money spent for war.
nearly all the poverty in the world
could be exterminated, thereby exter-
minating the criminal classes. (Educa-
tion could be made more widely dif-
fused among all people. Then and then
alone can a nation hope to reach the
highest stage of civilization.

AARON KORITZKY, ,0t.



