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Fro July 2G, 1849 unti l so meti me af tar .d·ov ember c. , 56 

a Jew i s h Jon · re ..; t io na med J\b.awas Ac . i . (Brotherly ove) 

flo ur i s hed. in Ban 6 or , i a.1.ne . It 1s believ ed to h · ve be en he 

first or e;a n tze d .:;ynagogu e in a.i ne . ! t :is this con g:N.,6&t on 

wi th hich th1s pap er shall deal - how it was or g) nize~ and 

whqt it accom.lish ed duri ng the seven and a hal f ear· of it s 

rie f ex1ste noe . 

The min utes of t he con gre ga tion are st i ll in e xi s tence 

and a phot ost a t cop y i s in th e poss e s s i on of th ~e r ic a n 

Jew i s . rch1v • . 

ba ckg ro und of th 

They are t r 1 tten in Ger rnFn . indl ea t nr; the 

con gr egc.ti on, and it is fro r,; · n '!i'n 6lish 

transle:tion of t hese ri1nu t es th at the "uthor worked . 

The a t.it' or wi shes t o than k ;:r • .L .. ""eli ~an ett , ::r . l'1 ton 

Linco ln and i' rs . Lawrence ·utl er of ·3· ngor, ·,:aine f or- the 

se1 tance which they xtended hi m. 
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..'ometi me 1n t he a p r1n of l .150 , p e ·ha:p . in ip r1l, ab{ 

. en of the Bangor J ewish. comi un 1ty 1 a pp lie d to Ahr ·h m 5anoorn , 

T+~s • , one of the Just ices of' the f ee.ca in :' eno ·becot County, 

.. ~a ine, " to i s s ue a ,ar r an t und er h is hand and s ea l II n otify ln g 

t he anp l, .cants ·to meat a t "so me pro per pl a ce " in a n. or in 

order to or ganize ''a reli gi ous soci ty . 11 !l r.. ::anbor n answere -

t he app l ication on ;:.,ay 4 and en jo ined the app licants "to meet 

a t t he sy na gogu e in a te n ement in t e Tr ue lock 1n ,...·ourt 

Stre et in sfdd ang or on the 11 t dey of i.:a,y in t be ea r 185 

at 3 o'c lock : in th e afterno on . 11 't'he s e men wer·e nst rueted to 

or gQnize a con : ·re d t ion , est blish by -laws n to tr ansac t 

busin e s • .Joses S il ber, the udt1re asee of ·~r . ~anoor·n '·s let ter , 

r e p ie d tµe same day t\· a t he had poste d a not.ice on the tene .. ent. 

" occ up ied a s a syr ag ogu a" f or t e P1eetin g seve n days hen ce . 

Thu th e le gal for ma.-1 t ie s of or ,._, n ;1..z_n g th e Bangor eongr- e,_ ti on 

wer e co:npleted . 

But l et u s s ee how 1 t ts th t ::;r . s 11- er ... o· ld. ref er to 

a 0 syn ag ogue ' before the c ongre ga t on w0 s off 1c1 ly e .:it bl isie d . 

To do th1s we ne ed t o ret l en tq ·t he ou.rnmer of t,he r rev- ..... o •s 

year , to July 2 , 1849, the d te of the first entry 1n t he 

co ng re .5at i ona.1 min u te b oo k . ! t wae a t this t, rne h t the firs t 

for mal c tion was t ak en by a gro up of t hi rt een ·e\ eh gont.le :nen 

of an g or to or ;). n ze fo r rell gio u s pu r poses . 11heir f i r s t a ct 

wa s to for ,· tt a oo:m.muni ty c alled 1 bawas Aoh1:n .. Bro th er y J ove . '1 

hey the n precede d to what a pp eared to a the m s~ 1mport ant 

-- -------- ---------- ----
1 . :.,,at e not g ive n in rrin u tes . 
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matter at hand , the acquisition of a tract of land ns u it. able 

fo r qurying our dead .11 One mo 1th later an other meet n g was 

held t, which i t, ,ra s re por ted t hat the:r hr. a. 'fbot .4'ht one t.enth 

of Sin a or a of gro 1nd for ,5G. O; the gro unu consists of 5(i foot 

front anti 217 1/ 0 foot lon g on t he ~ .cKews l and . 11 The men then 

, oved to put fence aro und 40 squ a re feet o.o t he i r new oe 1et e.ry . 

And thus w a the ne w con 0re ga tion l aunched by the a.cqu1s 1t1on 

of a re s tin g -::il a ce for their a.d ~ n d tbis was yet nine ,iontns 

before Vr . Gnnborn wae to answer their petit on . 

et us quickly see wh_t else tbese ~en had acco mnlished 

before the me e tin g of ~lay 11 , 185 0 i n the u syn agogue . 11 : t the 

'epte :mber 18/~9 mee t1n ~ t hey announced the aoqis1.tion or a Se f e r 

~i'or ah . At the same Iileetin g they hire~ :t·or the se"l a r y of ~r/5 

er month a scb.ochet - ha.zzan, ;m o Sa m 1el H. Heine mann, .obout 

whom we shall learn more la te r . By Dece mbe r a. <::onst1tut1on 

had · e en dr a:1n ut and p resented to the ., e. ber s .. It 1 s at t h i s 

meetin g th a t t he con ·,.re g , tion t 9 ~K .. the fir t te p s towar l-.,ga l 

.reco it.ton . In -·iarch 185 the eon gr ga.tion sec ured roo ms for 

''o ver 1100 . co which th y rent .e( for a year . Th.is ma,y have 

been in ·he '1' 1" e illoc as in dicated 1n .i:,:r . S .n tiorn 's letter, 

ho ever, re can not be su r e . Thus e s ee that by .ay 11 , 185 

on re ga tion ,\ha waa Ach m had beon function1n . for al most a. 

ye a r an th a t ;tLr . ,.,, :r1born' a 1 t,ter wa s mere ly . le ga l st a mp 

of apJ ro val . 

i .. et u s now t u rn our a ttention to the or ga niz a tion of t he 
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con gr e .,a t i on a s it is re f l e c te d 1n th e Con st,1t u tlon . The fi r s t 

ar ticle a t .t e t ha t t he co ngre .;e.t on i s ule g ll y re c ogn ize , by 

the Legisl a t u re of the t a.te of ,•a:ine ~ ' I t th en goe s on to 

s e c1 f y th a t the eon 0 re ga t i on sh 11 c on tin ue to ex i st an d, '' c~nnot 

be i sso l ved e."' lon g as 1t s t 11 ha s t ree member s;. , hen tb e 

dis s ol u t i on oc cu r s , al l p os s e s s on of t he co ng re ,~& t i on s ha l l 

b ., "1V n in tru s t and for sa f e kee ni ng t o t he oongre g t·on 

ne a r e s t t he c1t y of 8angor nti l s. oh ti me a.s an ot her con ega t on 

b e for me d i n .can g or . '' L i tt le di d th e se men re a 1ze th a.t h eir 

di s s ol '1t1on was so c l os e a t ha.n • But we s hall di s cus s t h t 

l a t er. The congr e ·a t lon was or ._,anlze hav 1n3 ~~x . di re c t or s -

presi den t , a vice - pr e s i den t - tr ea ur er, th ree t .r us t e e s an d a. 

sec r et ar y - ,ri th onl y th e l a tter r e oe iv ng a s a l ary , alth ough 

ho w muc h he as p•i i d i s nev er mentione d . Ther e a l s o wer t hre e 

st , n d:i.n:1.; 00 "1.rnittees - cu lt u ra l, s c h.col and f 1na.nc .i· l - w1th t he 

l a t t a r b e i ng t ' e ·rJo t, c t i ve, a.s mi ght be exp e c t e d . The t e r m 

of off ic e w s one ye r an d tte can d1 a t e f or p res1 .ent had to 

nav e s erved a s a t ru t ee prev i ou . y . The i nau gu r a t on of of f icers 

occ u rre d t a meetin g on l ay 1 of ea.ch ye r .. Th i s meet in g , 

s 1t h ev ery co n3r e .a t ona l meetin g , had t o be anno n e d 1n 

" th e s yn gogue thr ee S bhs.t hs bef ore t ak in g place' n d ea ch 

member wa s 11 to re ce iv e a wri t en in vi t a t i on e i ght a.ya be f or e 
r .) 

hand . '4c. 

The ~uti es of t he off i ce rs wer e sp oa1f ic l ly defin e d in 

2 . II.rt I V, B OC 5 . 
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the cons tit tion. The pr es1 flen t had sup~Jrvi sion ove .r al l persons 

If en gagefl or pl a c· a_ in of f ice by the oon e;r~J.~- tion " and t.o see 

to 1t ithe y f1_ :filled t he i~ rluties. 113 lf' they were lax, he co ul d 

1nst1 t t: te corrective i en su res , w1 th t he aes i.st ance of t .. e other 

of fice s . He WA.S empowered to gr ··nt c 1ar i 't y to an y nee dy ew 

up to the anount of t 3.cc , or ~lC . C with the con sent of th e 

d1rectors . 4 He als o f ulf l le d the ot h r usual offl es of a 

pres1 £1ont such as cal li ng meet~n 3si5 bein 5 in cha r ge of the 

lte y to t.he ce me tery, 6 an h a vin g acces to al l con s re gn.tlo nal 

do cumE,nts 7 an d bool-rn . 

The vic e - p re s i dent -t re&.surer wac bonde d for ~rl OC. C when 

be sterte d hls te rm of oft'i.c . 9 Iis d.ut le:1 were pri mari ly as 
I!-

cu st odian of the f1n t-mces . I n a dtl i tion to reoe1v in g al l mon ies 

pa id to the con gre su tion a.n d. p .~ytn s all bill s p .reaente by the 

pr e s :I. snt and si d:n eCi by the se cret ry , he we.s in c arge of the 

pe tt y oa.ah . Thi s money as li mite d by t e constit ut. on to .. 50 . 0 

and lat er t.o ~25 .c 10 -ny a.mot nt in surp l 1a was to be deposited • 

in a ba n k .es1 n· te d -by the directors . 11 This ap p ea rs to have 

been done becau s e the financia l re port at the A ril 5 , 18 52 

eetin g iv e a sur-1. of $6 3 . 28 1n the trea su r y , yet, the tre as urer 

had only 1,.4. 2 8 in his hands , but thts amount was l a tar rlescribad 

as an error . 

' 

------------------------- ·---------
3 . rt r . ' sec 1 . 4 . Art J:V' S 80 3 . 
5 . Art IV, seo .l~ • 6 • Art IV , sec 7 . 
7 . Art l V, sec 7 . • Art ·11 s ec 9 . . ' 
9 . Art V, sea 1. 1 • J i:nutes of Jep t ·,mbar 26 , 1852 . 
11 . Art V , sec 6 . 
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The s ecret a v fi led the d t 1es of bot h a reoor ing an d 

oorr e s oon dtng secret a r y . I n a d 1 t i on he ,. as the h i sto ri an , 

re gi s t.rin g a l bir t hs and death s . "h ether n oc curred dur ng 

the con 3re sa tl on' s ex ist ne e i s not lndic ~tec 1n t he min te 

boo k . Howev er, we :kn w of one uentle m n , 8. 1-l.r . -evy, who was 

not "' m ., be r of the con g re ga,tl on, who di d pu ro x1mately Ju ly 3 ·, 

1 854 an d who as bur ied n the con .re 5at on ' s ce :netory . Thus 

we c n b e a u•e th · t the c e rn-tor had a t l east one occ upan t at 

t he ti me oft e di ssolut1on 1n 1856 . 

'r he tru s te es apnear t o have s r e d a. · e ee ·,.s to t h ·., e.ct1vi ties 

of th e afore ment oned office r s , seein to 1t t ha t t hey f filed 

th eir ob li ;;a. t ns . The tr u s c.es a l so euper vi. ... e d e l1 g 1 1 i t . 

a t ele cti ons, as no one in ar re a rs co ul d vote, a.n d they wer 

in ch a.r 6e of the cap ita l of the con gr er;a tion an' e mpowered t o 

1sp os ed of one f ou rth of the money a t their cisg re,c1s lon . 12 

,here t his oney diff ere d f ro :::i t at in the tre asu rer's contro l 

n d ha t 1ts so ur ce wa s a no t st a te d • 

.. ro t he office r oft.he con gr e ga t i on we now t urn to t he 

re qu re ments f or ad:::~s s on to th e eon ,:5re 5a.t i on . The f 1r nt wa s 

th~ at t a in men t of th e a.g"' of t wenty - one , the le a l r;e of a.turi t y 

·•n not thirte en, t he 3e of a r 1 tzv ah . Th s wa s n Americ an 

con i:;r>c;_;a tion ! In ad 1t on , Wl app l 1 nt 0 co uld no t ha ve been 

dec l ared gul t y in a cri ,ain Rl 1nve, t1 gat1 on u and not of :proven 

n1a1mor a l ch • .ra.ct er . r1l3 He o.leo had to be of t he O ewish f a it l' t 

--·-- -----
12 . Art VI , se c 6 . 
13 . Art lX , sec l . 
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nd had not '' marri.,_, ou t of tb e faith n or co uld ''gi ve pro of 

th a t he had a rr e . ac or dln e; to t he J e.wish ri t u a.1 . u The a. .. p ll c ant 

was then · 1 ven a upro ba.tionary p eriod'f of six mont hs as a ae a t -

hol er 14 an neede d on y to re . .::,i ate r wi. th the secret a ry a nd 

pay .2 . c5 1n adv ance for ea ch t hr ee mont h period . 1 5 Altho ugh 

be wa.s n ot re uire d to beco .e a me be r, his p1:..y ents were in 

cr e as ed to ~·2 .. 5c after six months a.s a se tho l de r . I f he cho s e 

to beco ea. e oer and was elected, he then ald . 3 . 5 ' entr ance 

fee and , . 25 re e;1 t .r a.t on fee . 16 ut he w a no t con l de r ed a 

member unt11 he had si gn d the eon tl t u t on . I-o·rnver , there 

is no record of th ese s1 atu res app en ded to the oonstit t ' on 

i n the minute book . 

We now t urn our t t ention tot.h e hyslc 1 pl an t of the 

syna o , e an d see t e nature of their r,l ae e of worsh1 p . At 

no ti ue rin g th e a ven ye ar ex1atenc e of the con..:re g· ti on 

does the · s n,. ,-o6ue appea r to be per :.i.anont . be fir ;7lt r eferen ce 

to a lo c t,ion beinq sec ured 1s , a rc h 3 , 185 wh.en 1 t was announced 

th t ·1 roo ms 11 had. been foun a.. These ro om• s were rente d for a 

ter of' a ye a r a t ore th an wl c . Thee may h ve been in the 

• · 1rue Dloc k , ae in dic a te d 1n t-ir . ~-nborn ' s- etter . ~- few , ont hs 

l ater , per h; p s th e be , >innin g of · une~ 7 Mr . I rt.z pro p osed 

to the tr us t ees t.hat he rent a. hous e and pl· ce th e fir s t flo or 

of i.t at, th0 sy na gogu e ' s dis pos a l . 

14 . Art I X,. sec - · 
15 . Art I , sec 1 . 
16 . irt r :, sec 5 . 

e also agre e to br ea' · 

17 . Undat ed "1r s tae Meetin g between •!ay 16 a.nrl une 23 , 1850 . 
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thr oug h so ~e cf the wa ls . For the use of this pl ac of iorsh1 p 

Mr . Kur t z re c eived 75 . 00 for t he ftr <1t ea r·. He app e ':-'lrs to 

na ve r e t .,..ne d the syna ,:,-ogu on his pr ises lth oug h his ren t 

from the con 3re ga t on var-ied , bein g 6c.co 1n 185118 and 1t:85.oo 

i n 1852 , 19 when he was directed to kee D the syna gogu e in or e r 

and . to s upply he a t , o ,eth'ln g he h a.ti not b ... n d " reoted . to do 

previous l y . Howeve r it r . r rt z • f r>ctl1 t 1es soon bee me inadequat e 

f or the congre :,,r t ion , and on h e.y 3G, 1852 i t wa s ann ounced t ha t 

the s ynago gu e was not bi g enou gh . Nev ertheless t r . Kurtz w a 

to be r.mid f ull rant. unti l an t h r s 1 t e co u l d b f oun d . A 

committe wast en a pointe d to fin roo ms f or t he a n·e;ogue . 

By Septe moer 2 t be comm t tee had been nab e to loc a te suit a~l e 

cco mmodatione -nd -sk ed :perm.ssion to s i,end np to t l 50 . 00 for 

re n t nd up to 5v . C~ f or f ur n1shin 5s . The nuts never rep or t 

any fu rth er pro gress of t h s co myn ttee nor is ther· e f urther 

m~n t .on of -!.r . 'Kurtz ' fa.oil ti s . However 1n t he . inutes of 

-iay 2 , 1855, the congre ga tion wa.e u sin g ''the roo , s 11 of r . 

He ine mam1 at t he ch er e of ~65 . C a year for rent and · 5 . 00 

for '100 1J. The da. e of the ch ange i s nev er i n d a te • 

ha t w s the n ter or of the syn ag ogue l i ke To this there 

are a n 1m er of refer-encos in the m1nuteo . r•1g1n· lly tho.r e 

wer e n in e ben ches wi th a total of th rt y- six s ea ts . 21 Thesa 

18 . nutes of April 20 ,181 . 
19 . 1.in u tos of fl.:nr l 5, 1852 . 
20 . ~ ln u te s of ' e p te be r 26 , 1 652 . 
21 . '-tl nut e s of J une 23, 1850 . 
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s ea ts were r ffled off and ~en's and women ' s st and s ,ere d1s 

·tr1bu t ed to the me '.Tib ere by lot , 2 1'he re a1n ng st a n ds were 

va ilable to Jewish non- ~ e rs a t . 1. 00 per se a t . 2 3 wo ye rs 

l ate r 24 four more benches were req 1.re d and th e ir pu r chas e w s 

ut or1 ze d - thus provi ding seatin g fo r fifty - two per s ons . 

This wa s pro babl a 1e uate under n or m l condi tiona , bee-use 

chil dren unl er six ea~s of a 5e wee not per mi tted 1n t h ayna 

o,u e2 an d members .of th e con e;re ::;ati on a.pp ar to have been 

Ol.lt of to n a t t.i qes, as was Mr . ',u r tz on the occasion of two 

meetln 3s . 26 In a.r:idi t:l.Cn to the nu ber of sea. t,s 1n t he B na go? ue , 

we know th a t there was a stove, 27 and a. new curt a in f or the r k 

wa s pu rch ased in 1855 . 28 eyon d this we have no descri pt i on 

of the syna gogue , its location or 1ts apu oint m.nts in the rn nutes . 

~nother aspect of the oongre s; t .. on rhloh er 1t s 1nvesti g tion 

1s its f naneial or gani z tio n . char ge of . 50 per m nth Vt a 

lev i ed on ever y e ber a s a se a t donation . 11""'"9 This w a the 

ori g in al fee , howev r th dir ctors were empo ered t o incr eas e 

i t 1henever necese lr y ,3 0 an it was incre ased t o ,1 .0 a t a 

rru s t ees ~~eet1n g betwe en 1·u. 16 an d une 23 , l 85C, and then to 

. 2 . Cv 1n Nov ember 1854 . Th.ere was also a. char g e of' ; 3 . 7 levie d 

22 . ~1nutes of August 25, 1850 . 
23 . Ibid .• 
24 . 11'nutea of Augus t 23 , 1852 . 
25 . ..'1nutes of 4ay 16, l 50 . 
26 . •.inutes of ... a.nuary 28 , 185 1 nd February 15, 1852 . lie 

per haps was a ped dler ln tho northern l umber ca.:nps . 
27 . ,,I nutes of meetin g betw en tfove ber 18 C a.nd a n a ry 28, 10 1 . 
28 . 11nutes of 1ep t,ember 8 , 1855 . 
29 • . rt I , s c 7 • 
30 . Ib l • 
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on e ll c h nei'l me 1 er , 31 and eath ol ders e re charged .. 2 . 25 or 

2 . 50 f or each t hre e month per lod 0 1 se atho l d rshi p . However 

this charge did no t r'Om9. n l on3, but r "ne r a cha r ge of . 5 

per on t h for t he first s1x months an d e1.oo per ont h t h.ere • 

after w·s i nst tut 32 There also were numero us s pec a l • 

coll ot i ons . A sum of 26 .00 a.s ol l e c ted t th e ul 20 , 1 849 

meeti ng an d given to -Wfiward Harris at th.e f o. l ow·n g n'tee ti ng 

top f or tb e fence arou n d t he cem.e te r . noth,r 26 .00 wae 

co l l ect ,0£.1 on Sept em e r 22 of th e sa.m.e ea r to be used to war 

th-9 pur chas of a Torah . Bot h of' t hes e s ums wer e obtai ne d by 

t ax 1 ng eae r!lember ' 2 .o ·. Colle ction s were ro pos e d f .or t he 

pur cha se of matz os and for the m il · in g of a. m,.kveh, ho ever 

the ou tco 1,1e of th os e pro posa ls :le uncert a in . 33 In a.ddi ti on 

t o r ecu la r and s pecial co l ections t her e wer e nu merous f ine s 

l evied , euc b a s ! .5 fo r a t ru s tee or .25 f or EPn or m ae. ng 

a mee tin g . 34 Onl y t wo f1n nc i al re por t app ear 1n the mlnu te s . 

or tho f 1s ca.l ye r em ing 1n p r1 1 l 51 t he con;;I'e t · on r e 

ce i ved "57. 4 n d s pent ~46 .96 .35 The f ol l owing year th i r 

i ncome was much gre ter - ,325 . 23, but so wer e t hei r e nens es -

36 ~26 . 31 . A l ar ge port on of thei r ex pense as t o pa the 

sa l a ry of Mr . ein e .a nn , t he Ha~zan , a. color ·u e;entle · a.n wit h 

who we s ha l l deal l a t er . Dues and fi· e were not a l ias e sy 

31 . ar t IX, se o 5 . 
32 . ~ in tes of Apr i l 2 , 1851 nd Apri l a, 1855 . 
33 . ~i nutes of :,,a r ch 16 , 1851 . 
31-1,. Se e App endix f or l ist of .fines . 
35 . i1nutes of Ap ril 20 , 1851 . 
36 . .unu t es of Ap~il 5 , 1852 . 
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to co lect and t here ar e numero u s re ferences 1n the illnutes 

t o me bers be ng ln arre .., rs . 37 ln a dri1 tion ., ssrs . J lius and 

os e~h. Harris a.npear to have res1 r;ne · fr ora t he congre 6a tion 

in Febr ua ry 185 1 38 for 1 clt of ab 11 t to pay dues . Their 

a .se was di scus ed f or fo ur mant hs · be f ore a de o1sio was re a ched . 

rrhe were per m1 t tad to o y l • 0 for t he pr vlled ge of r esi gnin g . 

However, there 1 o s e~ to n~ve o~en onet ry gifts g· ven 

to t he con ~re F ton, and in 185139 1t ,as decide d th a t . 25 

be consi der a a.s st:.ch . How frequently the se ware iv n c· nnot 
a 

be as oer a ne d fro 11 the mi nutes . · 

•· e no t u rn our tt ention to th r1 t ua l obs erv ance of the 

oon gre g. tlon . Th members of the co n-~re ,....at on eer.1 to hav e 

observe d th dietary l a. s th re g r ~ to k osh r me a t . • ·r H 1ne mann 

t he ab ove r.'lent ior le d haz zf!!! was l !,','o the aohoehe , rit ual s augh terer . 

In his ori g 1n ul a.ure ment,('I t h t he con gre gat on , it was Heine mann ' s 

dut y to rrsl ug htsr ri tu a.ll y, to p or g e ( ou t out oe rt a n· sine· s), 

and to circu mc ea , ,. He a lso wa s to ela.ughter p oul ry fre e of 

ch a r ge for every e~ber . 41 1hether he rece ve d co ~pensation for 

his fo t er skills 1s not ment i one d • • owever the schochet was 

not 1Juthor i z to s l u.;,_,hter meat for a mber s who were in a.rre a.rs . 42 

'he n.or mal lit · r ""' of he con gre ga t on is never dis cus s e d , however 

in Octo ber 18 53 the con gre ga t on deci de d to pur chase one 1 r ga 

37 . 

38 . 
39 . ,w. 
41 . 
42 . 

L inutee of 1•.ay 30 , 1 852, October 2 , 1854, •rove ..uber 25, 1855 
a.nc Truste e i;eetin e; Dec em r 1854 . 

~1 utes of Febr ur ry 2C, 1851 . 
1lnutea of Apr1 1 - C, 1851 . 

October 29 , 1854 and tp r 1 8 , 1855 . 
S .pt e , er 22 , lf-349. 

Trust e : ting in Dece mber 185l~. 
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ano ten s a l l .r ol h Aach zo 1m if they did not ooc, t r11ore than 

~25 . o. Th e [i •h Hol id~y p l d an ~nortun t role ip oo Pre -

ga t on 1 11fe . The min ut es of 1851 3 record the app oint Jent 

of an us her and ' ea oers f or th various sel"'vices . n 185 544 

the con gre 3, .t on rente d the e ts ( ppar en 1 to r e mbers for 

~ .751 · , payable in a vanc e . 1 t l e add ,d re v en. e ! Mr , ieine mann 

rece ive d 10 .c for his services as cantor th at y e"".r', as he had 

two ye rs before .45 A m n;[an for Ya.hrzeit as also a ne ce ss1t 

for the members of tha con g.re ;at .on . Howev r there anpears to 

have been diffi culty in sec urin 0 the pr o er numoer, f or the 

or gina l fine of . 25 for miss n a inyan when req ues ted to 

att. nd4~as r iaed to a f. ne of '~l c .c .47 ft.er that there 

eee .,.ed to be no ore laxit y in this matt er . ri.nother i1e l t 5 ht 

of con gr ;sat one l behav i or as the matter of tlecoru tn. his 

ppe re ear y to be a, proble 11. In 185148 a motion was pass ed 

utha t i f a member shou l d eh ve b dl y during a re ig ous sarv1ce 

or d iso bey an off i cer, h , i s to b e fined tl o.cc th e f ir ·t t i 

5C .o t he second t me a nd a t the th r d of f en se he 1 s to be 

e:x ,el l ed fro m the co n :,re g t . o • 1 his sees to have handled 

th , tt er suff ic ent l 1 , fo r n proble :i never 5a in a pears 

in th mi n utes . It ls also wor t h not1n th ~ t the con re g ton 

PrDPoaed to bu l d .a -IJikveh women's rit ual ba th ) , howeve r the 

43. i'.i nutes ot Sopte bor 21 , 851 . 
44. l\..1nut B f J epte b~~r 8, 1855. 
45 . / 1nutea of October 16, 1853 . 
46 . 11inutes of • .J ce mbcr 28 , 1851 • 
/J.'7. i'J.' nutes of (;c tober 16 , 1853 . 
48 . nutes of Octo be r 11, 1051 . 

e, 
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proJoot prob ab ly was dro pp e d t fqr it is 1ent .oned onl once , 

at a trustee s ' eetin g , 49 and never rou gbt up t a gen er al 

meetin g . In al out ward appearanc s, this con gre :,ati on was 

as tra dition a l a s poss ib l e for small 0 ro up 1n a. oit y so distant 

fro m a. l ar ge ew s ~ ce nt er. ie vertbe less , ln the min u tes th er e 

is ,one in c. -~ tion of ~,efo r innov a.ti n h· v in g b een a tt e mpte d . 

· his occ urr ed in 1 51 when it · a.a pro pose d t ha.t the oon gre 3a tlon 

for m a 1, cho ir of l adies nd gentl emen to i mpr ove the reli g ious 

services . rr50 mt t here we re o a. plic ants for the choir e.nd 

so the mat t er w s t ab laa . 51 

The first. a ct of the newly or ganiz d con gre ga tion wa s to 

purch ase ce metery, f or a pro per bur al l a e was a neces sity 

to theBe paou l e . Thi s ca te r-y l ed n un event fu l exi tenc e 

ex cent fo r one occasion when "certain gentle men; wishe to alt e 

a road thro gh it . The tr u t es he d s peo ia l meet1n3 at whic 

t hey d Cift ed resolut i on to t h cit y gov ern men t st ting as 

follo ws: 0 esol ved be i ng our sa cr ed pro perty and a ainst our 

rel g lon an d be ina our f ai t h and custom t _ t the dea d bodies 

sho ul d ot be d1 tu r be d after dea th , we the r~ - or e a re ga1nst 

su ch doin g and r ay the Ci ty Govern ment th at such shal l not 

be llowad . u5 2 ·rh ir p l.t,ion apparently was accept e d , for the 

matter s never ega in disc ussed i n the minutes . Memb r ' s f uner als were 

Daid f or i mmedi a tely b the con gre ~ntion , however at the next 

49 . ' nu ·Jes of '-':arch 16 , 185 . • l."• 
50 . l1Jl nu tes of J.l~y 1 , 1851 . 
51 . ~u nut es of Ju ne ,".)9 1 51 . ' 52 . Uinute of J ly 26 1855 . ' 
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gen er a l meet ing t bere as col l ec t . on 'ifro ru t he em ers b 

e .ual con r 1bu t ion . u53 'l'he funera l ento ura o;e cons isted of a 

here, two - hors e carria ge and 11 men ers of the eon ,re ;_;/:i. 1on 

who wer e pr e ant i n t he ct t y follo wi ng t he f un er a l ·1 in oo d orc Lr 

and decently dre ssed as b fits t e occ a s i on, t o the ou t s k ir ts 

of th e to wn. II r ro m t here only t en men conti ue d on to the 

ce ';le t e r • where they re m".l ne d unt il the cer e mony was over . 54 

Tb ha zzan wae 0 liged to a t t end every f uner a l n d. to deli ver 

a. short fu n era l or a ti on . F'or t h is he r c1eve o 2 . O. 55 The 

mi nute .a rec or onl one de th, ·en t l ema.n na. ned J.. evy who was 

not a me b e r . _d "Je. c on3 re c.:at,i on a ppea rs to have ac ce p te d th e 

f i n ncial burd en o t n1s fune r a l ~ Bey on d t his th e . im tos 

furnish li 6 tl e 1n~o r mct l on about the ce meter y ot he r t han he 

a ppo i nt ment of comr 1tt e e to s ee th a t it as in or aer .57 

One a.s- ~c t of con g re ::,n.t i ona.l life Which is i "'lp ort a.nt to da 

and whicb ap ne r s to ha ve be en l ac k ng was a rel ig i ous s ch ool . 

In 185 C::B a Schoo l omrr,ittee w s electe bu t it o.eems to ha ve 

·one little, for two years l at er 1t \ & S re pose d that a scho ol 

b e fo n d.e d '''for teachin g glish , Ger n n and a lso Heb re Ii an d 

to ta x the con i,)re 0at1on equally for it . ••59 ga. n no t hi ng wa s 

ac co r.pl 1s hed and t hre e ye,rs l a ter school was a ga in pro ose d . 

53 . 
54 . 
55 . 
56 ., 
57 . 
58. 
59. 

Art XIII , S o c l . 
rt XII I , se c 2 . 
rt ~ I V; se c 2 . 

Tr us tee meetin 3 Ju y 30 , 1854 . 
· in utes of epte mber 26 , 1852 and 
Hin.utes of e e p te mb r 23 , 185C. 
Kinuto s of S e p te 1be r 26 , 1852 . 

oto b r 16 , 1853 . 
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J. h s ti e ' 1 l,. 5 wa.s subs er ed f or t 1e un der t 3.kin g , al tho ug h 

only t 35 .50 w s coll ecte d . 6C owever , within a yea r the congr e

ga t iona l mi nu t es cea'e , a.:nd s o too, most pro bA.bly , t he pl ans 

f or a sch ool . 

T t ere were t o me r..1be rs .of t he con gre eatt ~on abo u t wh or. 

so methin g s peci f ic ne as to be s a ~. ! he first of these was 

a .r~ Garl a n d, or i g in a ll y fro m i£-n cheeter (H . H. ? •61 He wa s 

f ir s t a se a th olde r an~ t hen joine~ t he c ongre ,~ ti on ug st 17 , 

1 5 e howev er a.t this t1.:ne hir. 1 na":le \h s . s sp elle d "Gall n d , '' 

an n der st an oa ble error in . ew . ..;.n _e nd . He ~as qu .c·{ y ac ce nted 

by tbe con g re ga t · en and mo app oi nt ed as the usher for ,. i gh 

Holiday serv1 es th e followin -> 1onth~· - .But he u ck ly fol l f ro , 

t he g ood grace f t _ con gre ga t on, a.nd a.t t ·· e ·ove oer 23 rd 

mae ti n1 of t.e Earae ye ar ha was depr ived of Pll · 1s r .g ts 1 

t h co e;r e z a t i on an d XTJ l le tl . ;, ha t, was h1 cri me? _ he f'ollo r ng 

l ett r whic ... th con gre 3at1 on sen t t o .. r . Garl an d a t t h is t ,.,,e 

i ll xp Lin hi wrong-o n~: 

As we ha a eet '.n , to da an d ave fo un 1 t ne ce s a r 
to inf or m you th a t 1t ls a inst our reli gion th a t you 
11 ve wi ttA wo11an to wbon you a.re not mar r ed.. '-o rn hav e 
deci de th ct yo u mus t s epa r . t e fro m t h s wo an at once, 
until oti ha ve obt s. ..... ne d a d.i vo r"e ari d re l eg l l y ar ried 
to her . If you a re una.bl t o do t his, and conti nue t o 
l ve _t h b.r , we fill be obl i ged tot ka the ne ce as r y 
measures a.n yo u w.lll b e ob 1ge 1l to le ve the c1 t y • 
. :e a nwr.dl e yen ar e e pri ved o a l the r ie;hts of the 
COrl$ r'8 "ation . 

A.ftor t h· .s ., r . Ga an is never l e a.r ,1 of a5e. ln . Ne1 ther co l d 

60 . 

61 . 
62 . 

: in ut os of ro ve~b ar 25 , 1 855 , ) oc em- r l C, 1855, and 
·.S an uary 20, 1856 . 

•. ir utes of ve to er 13 185Q 
1-· irmtea o f f e~t ember 21, H5 1 . 
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he , de f-nitely loc a te d in dan 3or dl ne etories of t he tl me . 

It 1s int er. t ~n g to note th t th e congre ga tio n was no t con

ce rned t h -t ha t ~:r . , rl and ·ra.s doin g ~ an i l l ega l; h ie a t .... on 

wa s onl y re11. g 1ou sly incorrect a s far as t he, rnre co.,,oer,ne , 

he ot 1 r gentle man of note was ~r . 3amuel He nemann 1 who 

ha.s been ment ion ed prev . ou sly . He was the on ly pa i d rel 1. t ous 

f unct i onary of the con gre ~a t ion . He en jo yed the off cea of 

cler 5Y'1lan , to ohe ·, r i t u';l.l s l aught erer , circ umcis er, c --ntor, 

ebo lr di r e ctor a n 5ener l ser vant of the co n g r ge t on . e 

wa s ori 5i na~ly hi re d in 184963 at the a lary of ~175 . 0 per 

64 · e a r . His cont ,r a c t was rene 1ed at the a.me sa l r y 1n 1850 

an d 185 •65 he fo 11ow .~n r; two yeo, rs he received ";200 . 0 .~6 

p r ye r plus "5 it 

of a.11 mone y he eo l l ec t.ed (or on all bill s which the tre a surer 

and s e ore te .r , gave hj_m to co ll ect) . • 7 In 1855 hi .... salary was 

r et u ce d to c.C• .c , how ver he wa .. pa id ;70 . C for t he us e of 

'th e roo ms 11 h the o na ogue an d or wooc1. 68 '"he follo win g 

y ea.r t he con g re ga tio n ap pears t o have last 1nt e ~es t 1.n h ,., f or 

th ey were au ce ssfu l 'in f' . n ai ng an oth e r 1te .intor , r i t ual sl au ter er , 

c1rc u- o se r and te acher . "69 his ia n the l as t en r of the 

mln u t es an d fro m ln di catton s t his new gentle ~en , whose name is 

63 . 1-iinutea of Se 1 te mbar 22 , 184-9. 
61 • ~ nutes of 0ep te be r 23, 1850 . 
65 . r.1ntt e s .of August 17; 1 51 . 
66 . .Linu t es of Se te mber 26 , l 52 and April 23, 1853 . 
67 . b inut es. of A~,,,ril , 1854 . 
6 • : nut e s of . ay 2C , 18 5 . 
6 . • ~1n ute s of Nev e~ er 2 , 1856 . 
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no t : en t ion ed , wa.o not h lre • Vex•y hor tl y ' .ft er :t r . Hei ne .ann 

wa s emplo ed , hi s e cught,erini; ab1 · 1 ty was u e s t i one d . I e wao 

~~ 7 the re p on se n t ,., a.t a coat of ·~2c .cc t.o the con gre .; t :ton , to 

New ,.orK to t ake a teot fo r ri t ual l au::;h te r-i ng . i. s oc curre d 

1n t he l tter t of cto b r 1 85C. n h~ s ret u rn ha p r es en te d 

to th tr us t ees the t est . ·1ony of his t · s t by Dr . :,~erz b c her of 

s .fou n to oe n o "er . I n a d· t on 

to h s na ic1 d ies, ? r . He:lne '1a.n n he.rl other obli t./~.tlons . He 

w.as re qui red to r, pray in the synat;, o gue , u to t a .. e th e fir s t s ck 

bed. watch , and on no co 1 1 tion was he er i, ~ ttea to "le ve t he 

city over n gh t . 117 It we.s .-.r . E.eine mann who W8.S in nosees s t on 

of t he e.£'fe ts of Uie c ongre sa tion , wh:tl'.,1 inclu6e<1 a f;ef er Tor a.h t 

a s lver Yad , a s1.lv er cup , a. Shofar and the i nute boo k , when 

th con qre ga tlon ceased to fun ction . i hi s was so~ ti ~e af t er 

Nov ber 2 , 1 856 . i n a cc ordA.nce wi t h the oons it u tio th ese 

e ffe ts e re de~os ted wit h the ne a rest con re • ton , Oh be1 

c:o bal om in 1 o s ton an d 1 t was . 'r • He in e ,:L nn who was c ha.r ge d with 

t h1a t ao k . However be a pea rs t o ha ve ~ad e the most of t hi s 

du t y , He n tt ~p te d to ab scond with t he m anrl to ret 1 in p os s e s ~ 

e io n of the m (Oh bei 1hal om) ,as put to an ex pens e of 135. ·o . , 72 

J i t,h t· .t.is duty fu lf i ll e d 1•.r . fieine a nn an • hawas . c h i rn bowe d 

out of the fH,·~rly b_s-) tor,i of .;Jangor . 

7C. 
71 . 
72 . 

l( inutea of )e~)te:wber 23 , 185C . 
-~:i.nut es of 3e-:)te:r;ber 2 , 1849 . 

------ ----- · ..___.. 

See -pne n d1x B for co mplete text of the letter f r orr Ohabei 
C.\hal om on tr1i s .;;a.tt. "' . 
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e have thus nr ... sente d the r-ea cer with a br e'f: hi s tory of 

t he .., ew1sh Con gre .._/1 ti on w i ch f'l o ur l shed in .. an ger , :,1ai ne f r om 

1849 to 1856 . F ro ··r; a ll e,ppe a r an c~)S 1 t was not an un us ua l con ... 

gre gs t l on . I t fulfi lle d the reli gi ou s needs of 1t~ me m ere and 

se r v d the m dur .n3 their sojou r n in the :r1ne Tree Gt .te . l\.l thou gb 

1t s f· cllites wer e not co mplete , for a s na ll ~ro ~p they ~ re 

adeq ua te . Had the co n gre ga tion re na ine a , it mi vht be as R ed 

t h c.t th pro pose d new reli gious lea der woulcl h ve filled t he 

gap 1n their aclli t:tes, no ·.oubt ,Jro v.ldin g the much discu ss ed 

school . Yet econo mic co nd1t1ons le g1. l at Ld aga inst oont~n \1att on, 

and s o this con g.re a t .,.on joined the r ank s of the many othe r 

J ewi sh con g re ga t l ons whtch te -npo.rarily f'lo u rishe · 1n A;ne ric e.n 

towns onl y to bec ome t ho h:istorical re mnants of a. by - ,'::,one era . 
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;.,· !' lD!X A 

F1nea I mpos e d b he · on gr "'3 t on 

eco nd d1eor er 1n a servic e or di sobe y i ng an of fi cer . 
~ rs t d s or ' er .1n a 0 er v 1ce or d ie ob e in :; n of f ice r •. 

1·41s a t:ng • Yahr ze i t mi.nyan . 
• or decl ln l ng l' r esi de no y af t er e lec te d . 

i?or decli nin g Tr ea ~urer a.f r e l ecte 1. 
Tr us t e e a 'b"'ent fr o"' a eatin g • 
Pre side n t or Vl e e ... res i den t ab s en t. fro m t he s nag o. u e 

th en r eques te d to bather • 
'tl'or brin gi ng a. eh11d n der six ye ars of age into sy na gogue. 
'Member abs en~ fr oni a :meet i l1J:::; • 
.ember a bsent fro m syna.go r,ua wnen re qu e s t e i:.1 to be t a re • 

Off 1.ce r a bs ent f r om. a bba t h ser vl ce , ex p ct for 11.lness 
or abs en ce f r om t he ci ty . 
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ext of Le tter f ro -1 Oha bet Sha om 

To J . ~;at er man Esq u

S r 

Con gre sa. t1 on Cha ::>ei !3halo n 
Hoston Augt llt h- 1 74 

: t the Tr us tee meet lng of' ab ov e Cone;re 1.::.,at i on on Bun t.:;_ay the 
9t h inst . ymJ;!" Comrn nic a tion 1n .... pp li c e tion to the Con g re .~8.tion 
to ret ur n t he pro perty on its possess ion belon g:i.ng to th e l a te 
Oon gre ~atio n o~ Bangor !e wa s acted on . 1 am instr cted to 
infor m you that at the t ie the propJr t y wa s ent to Boston, 
iilr . Iein manvho was ch ar ge ... to d.elivor 'the s ai:M :3 a.tt em ted to 
abscon · with t ' e•:i, and to retain os sessi on of tha l!l our Con.gr ga 
ti on was ~ut to n ex ~ens e of T. 1rty - f1ve Doll a rs -
he pro perty con sts of 
a Sei fer Tora 

o ilver Yad 
n Cup 

S ofer ana t e 01 · eoord of the ~ong re ga t io n which are 
awaitin g y our Or der 

~es peetf ull y Y urs 
L St mmons 

Sey 



- 21 -

DI ,,. C 

t ea1bers of Alm. ra.s Aoh .a 

Ori ginal ember - Ju ly 20 , 1849 
s _ a.er 
S . Dr yfu 
,._ etz l er 

.• ·1 • S 0 m·11 !' 
u ·i a Harris 

l roses ,.Jil' er 
H . .1'. '1p J. tz 
J . G ns t 
J . AUrtz 

• B:1ch 
J OS r1,· n ia'l:'.'r S 

ater joiners wit da tes first ment i oned 
rr· w r d I arr 1s - 1 ugu t ' , . 9 

• (o~ S.; Kesler - ~u uet 20 , 1849 
: • Qeel'ig - .,, rch 3, 1850 
:ir . G rl and - Ooto er 13, 1e5c 
l?eter .... pitz - .-1ay 16, 1850 
Ju li \ S p1tz - pril 2 , 1851 

• nte r n - pr1 1· 2C, 185 1 
• Bennet ... ve ta m r 21, 1851 

Wansershei m - .Feb r ua r y 15 , 1852 
1r . '.tohten berg - Febru."' ry 15). 1852 

't r . Dreyfus - February 15, 1852 
• 1denber g - Apr l 5, 1 52 

:a. Haa en - May 3 , 1852 
S . • olf - M y 3 , 1852 
~ . ~os es - f ay 30 , 1852 

• ;ey .. rson - October 16 , 1853 
A. Silb r • A rtl 1854 
H. Lev - J nu ry 20 , 1856 
,l . I)J·oy-.,r on - Jan u~ ry 20 , 1856 
L . r osenber g .. October 26 , l 56 
!! r . 1 u ,nent.b 1 - .Jove mber 2 , 18 6 
·r . Ke l er - Hove n er 2 , 1856 
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1: 1 ,, .~DIX D 

Of:t' ice r s of naw-.., Achim 

lec ted August 1849 
r esid en t - ~ . 51lber 

V. ? r es ~ent - H. P . ' pitz 
Secr etar - &dw"-1 rd e.rri s 
Tr us t ~ s - J . unst 

.S. "urtz 
J . la.ch 

Elected '~arch 3, 18 O 
r esi dent - i • • Silber 

V. Pr est cant - • Gunst 
Trus t ea - J . - oh 

• Ku rtz 
• Kes l er 

lected Apr11 2C, 1851 
Pr es i ~ent - Ii . • 0 p itz. 

• re i dent - J . Gunst 
Tr u"'t ..... es - J . ·a.ch 

-. • hu rtz 
J . reele r 

Fi nance Committee - 8dw. Harris 
J . a.ch 

• ch ool Commit t ee - A . S1l be r 
,. • Hoc ri er 

• a eh 
C lt ur al Oo itte e - H. P . Sp1 tz 

- . Gunst 

El e ct ed April 5, 1852 
Presi dent - H. .r. Sp 1 tz 
V. Pr si dent - .• Gunst 
Se cret a r - J . Se1den b r e; 
Tru ste es - P . Sp tz 

E. na rr1s 
s . Dr yfus 

Elected October 16 . 1852 
Pre s i dent - J . Gunst 

• ~reei a nt • b . P . Ppi tz 
Tr u te es - J . Each 

J . Spi tz 
I! . Silber 

Electe d hpri l 1854 
Presi den t - J . Sp itz 

~ ~r esi de nt - 1 . 3 1l ber 
Tr ust,eea - J . Gun st 

H • . P. Sp , tz 
P . Sp 1tz 

le c ted pr1 1 8 , 1855 
re s i dent • a co b Gunst 

V. Pre sid n t - H •• • Sp itz 
1r us t es - J . aoh 

N. Den net 
•• Levy 

No el e ctl ons 1n 1856 · 
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.Some , ar l y f' ember s of Ah o.S !\cht m 
ae Found in Bango r J irecto r es 

~osea Si lber - 1851 direc tory 
dry goo a - 25 ,fain St r eet 
hone - Ai "dle Str eet 

Hai man Phili p Sp itz - 1851 and 1855 dire ctories 
merch ant t .-.ilo r - Kenduske -g Bridge 
home - Col umb .a ··tr ee t 

Peter O itz - 1851 an 1855 dir ectories 
boa rdod wit h H. P . Sp itz 

Ja cob Guns t - 1848 and 1851 dir ectories 
dry goo ds - 19 !ain tr ee t 
ho Me- Ccl umb1 dtreet 

Is ao aeh .. i.n 1851 and 1855 director i es 
dr y good s - 1 Got hie Bl oc k , i~ in f t ree t 
home - Unio n Street 






