


Jew ish Family Services Retreat 

. We continue to explore the richness of the legacy of Jewish 
Family Services as we work to plan its future. 

In July we gathered a dynamic group of 
committed commun ity members for a 
vision ing session to consider current 
programming and def ine our goals 
moving forward, and we are continuing 
to elic it feedback and ideas. Please 

contact Molly at mrcwle 1l 1a 1e• 1 ,.h 
" J with any quest ions, concerns or to 

schedule a time to discuss the program . 

Jo in the Mothers Circle 
Mothers of other faith traditions and backgrounds raising 
Jewish children are invited to be part of this engag ing, 
support ive group. Join peers to enrich your family's 
Jewish exper iences and deepen your connection to Jewish 
practices. Margaret Hathaway leads th is group with insight, 
compassion and joy . Families of all constellations are 
welcomed, no prior knowledge is assumed, and child care 
(with dinner !) is prov ided. The program is free, and will run 
Mondays from 5:30-7:00pm starting October 27th -December 
15th! For more information and to sign up, please contact 
Fae at f rr 1 a maine1e tsh.o l 

NextOor 
Series 360' prov ided a great opportun ity for young people 
to come together and celebrate the richness of our 
community. Over the course of the spring and summer, we 
gathered to hear from David Levi of Vinland Restaurant, 
Zach Heiden of the ACLU, Mayor Michael Brennan, Adam 
Gardner of Guster and the LeeVees, and Adam Lee of Lee 
Auto Mal l. The speakers were engaging , inspiring and fun -
and we look forward to another slate of great events next 
year! If you are interested in being a part of the planning 
committee for these events, contact Fae at I rma1 1l 
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Center Day Camp 
It was another incredible summer at CDC, with over 1,200 
camper weeks and busloads of happy campers. Follow ing a 
long and demanding review process, CDC was reaccredited 
by the American Camp Association this summer, a clear 
reflection of the expertise and care with which our fantastic 
staff approaches their work. 
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Apple pr ints and a bee honey dish made at the PJ Library Rosh 
Hashanah Celebration , Children 's Museum & Theatre of Maine . 

PJ Library in the Community 
PJ Library currently engages 233 children in Southern Maine. 
In addition to free monthly books, the JCA hosts PJ events 
throughout the year in collaboration with local institut ions. 
Most recently, children and families read PJ Library stor ies, 
made Rosh Hashanah themed crafts , taste tested a variety 
of apples and honey and learned about honeybees dur ing a 
bee chat at the Children Museum and Theate r. 

Preschool 
Our preschool program in 
Portland continues to grow , 
with 60 children in three 
classrooms, a 10% increase 
this year! The program is 
steeped in Jewish values, 
and draws on the "High 
Scope" curriculum, a Reggio­
Emilia based, student -led 
approach in which teachers 
and students work together 
to create an active and 
j oyful classroom where 
learning and play intersect . 
A generous donation of 
outdoor play materials from the Fruhman Foundation has 
transformed our playground ; above, children build and 
explore together. 

Staff Updates 
The JCA welcomes Alexandra Sax, who had previously been 
at the front desk, as our new Advancement Associate. Her 
expert ise as an artist and designer helped us to transform 
our image on line and in print, and her deep dedication 
to th is community is evident in all she does. Alex lives in 
Portland with her tr iplets, who attended the JCA preschool 
and are now enrolled at the Levey Day School. 

Tal Zucker has ably filled the role of First Impressions 
Coordinator. Tal grew up in Israel and moved to Maine in 
2003; her background in customer service and hospitality, 
as well as her positive outlook and excellent office 
management skills have already made her invaluable . Tal is a 
native Hebrew speaker and lives in Portland . 

We also welcome two new teachers - Clare Flore in the 
Toddler room and Kristen Smith in the Nursery room . Both 
br ing extensive experience and passion for working with 
children , and we are thrilled to have them join us. 








